55 106 MEEHF L= —

DRSS T ICBITIEEHE
— D= &DOD B[DT=EbDEDH —

Higher Education and its Research in Cambodia:
For what and for whom?

UN, Leang X (> RSTELT ISRUAZAX - HEFH FHE)

EENE

NUIRST ICHTDEELE (FREDHZEZBIR <RI TLD ABEROH > RS 7 (IR HE R EEH S OBEZBE L TH 0.
BEHBRDIRSTRREIROEZIME LD TLD, KBECIE. DIRST(CHII2EEHE eFHEMROENS KU
WHREZBUNDD. RECDVTIRET D,

Abstract

The higher education and its research in Cambodia was developed not only recent, but also uneven. The first modern university was
established only in 1960 and expanded briefly before it was interrupted by the first civil war (1970-1975) and was shuttered by the
Khmer Rouge regime (1975-1979). It then remained underdeveloped during the second civil war (1979-1991). Only fairly recently
has higher education and its research become an important pillar of Cambodian development strategy under the influence of the
logical correlation between innovative knowledge of higher education and its research and the construction of a knowledge-based
economy and society.

In this seminar, I will explore the development of higher education and its research in Cambodia after the end of civil war in early
1990s, focusing on how that affects the indicator of innovative knowledge and development in term of what for and for whom.
The seminar will be divided into six sections. 1) briefly present the historical background of Cambodia, 2) outline the current
situation of Cambodian higher education and its research, 3) attempt to answer how did Cambodian higher education and its
research arrive at their current status, 4) explore the relationship between Cambodian higher education - its research and
development by trying to answer: What and who is Cambodian higher education and its research for? 5) examine what is the future
direction of Cambodian higher education and its research. Finally, 6) it will provide a personal concluding remark that suggests an
alternative future direction of Cambodian higher education and its research.
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